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Listing of Claims: 

133. (Currently Amended) A method of generating one or more database systems, the method 
comprising: 

providing a metadata system that includes a metadata schema, a facility for 
entering instructions into the metadata schema, and a facility for manipulating the 
metadata schema; 

receiving instructions including semantic definitions from a user, wherein the 
instructions including semantic definitions are entered into the metadata schema and are 
used to create a business database system; and 

automatically generating the business database system using the semantic 
definitions of according to the instructions contained in the metadata schema such that 
the business database system is well-formed^j 

extracting data from sourc e s specifi e d in th e instructions; 
loading the data into staging tabl e s; and 

loading the data from th e staging tabl e s into the busin e ss databas e system bas e d 
on s e mantic d e finitions provid e d in th e instructions. 

134. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133, wherein automatically generating the 

business database system further comprises: 

automatically generating tables according to the instructions. 

135. (Cancelled) 

136. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133, further comprising: 

building aggregate tables according to the instructions. 
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137. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133, wherein operating on the business 
database system further comprises: 

receiving further instructions from a user to define a query mechanism; and 
generating queries according to the further instructions. 

138. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133, wherein operating on the business 
database system further comprises: 

generating reports according to the instructions. 

139. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133, further comprising: 

receiving a modification of the metadata schema; and 

automatically adjusting the business database system according to the 

modification. 

140. (Currently Amended) A method of generating one or more database systems, the method 
comprising: 

providing a metadata system that includes a metadata schema, a facility for 
entering instructions into the metadata schema, and a facility for manipulating the 
metadata schema; 

receiving instructions containing semantic definitions from a user, wh e rem - th e 
instructions ar e e nt e r e d int o for the metadata schema^ _and are us e d to cr e a te a business 
databas e syst e m; and 

automatically generating the business database system using the semantic 
definitions according to the instructions contain e d in the m e tadata schema such that the 
business database system is well- formed^ 

wh e r e in th e instructions provide s e mantic definitions; and 
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wh e r e in th e busin e ss database syst e m is automatically generat e d u s ing th e 
semantic d e finitions such that - th e busin e ss database syst e m is well formed. 

141 . (Currently Amended) A computer system, comprising: 

a computer including a processor and a memory; 

a computer program stored in the memory and executed by the processor, 
wherein the computer program includes computer instructions for: 

providing a metadata system that includes a metadata schema, a facility for 
entering instructions into the metadata schema, and a facility for manipulating the 
metadata schema; 

receiving instructions including semantic definitions from a user, wherein the 
instructions including semantic definitions are entered into the metadata schema and are 
used to create a business database system; and 

automatically generating the business database system using the semantic 
definitions of according to the instructions contained in the metadata schema such that 
the business database system is well-formed^j 

e xtracting - data from sourc e s sp e cifi e d in th e instructions; 
loading th e data inte staging - tabl e s; and 

loading th e data from th e- staging tab le s into th e busin e ss databas e syst e m bas e d 
on semantic definitions provid e d in th e instructions. 

142. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 141, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for: 

automatically generating tables according to the instructions. 

143. (Cancelled) 
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144. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 141, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for: 

building aggregate tables according to the instructions. 

145. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 141, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for: 

receiving further instructions from a user to define a query mechanism; and 
generating queries according to the further instructions. 

146. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 141, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for: 

generating reports according to the instructions. 

147. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 141, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for: 

receiving a modification of the metadata schema; and 
automatically adjusting the business database system according to the 
modification. 

148. (Currently Amended) A computer system, comprising: 

a computer including a processor and a memory; 

a computer program stored in the memory and executed by the processor, wherein 
the computer program includes computer instructions for: 

providing a metadata system that includes a metadata schema, a facility for 
entering instructions into the metadata schema, and a facility for manipulating the 
metadata schema; 
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receiving instructions containing semantic definitions from n user, wh e rein th e 
instructions ar e e nt e r e d into for the metadata schemai _and are us e d to cr e at e a busin e ss 
databas e syst e m ? and 

automatically generating the business database system using the semantic 
definitions according to th e instructions contain e d injho metadata sch e ma such that the 
business database system is well- formed^ 

wh e r e in th e instructions provid e s e mantic d e finitions; and 
wherein th e busin e ss databas e syst e m i s automatically - g e n e rat e d using th e 
semantic d e finitions such that th e busin e ss databas e system is w e ll - form e d: 

149. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage medium encoded with software 
instructions, wherein execution of the instructions comprises: 

providing a metadata system that includes a metadata schema, a facility for 
entering instructions into the metadata schema, and a facility for manipulating the 
metadata schema; 

receiving instructions including semantic definitions from a user, wherein the 
instructions including semantic definitions are entered into the metadata schema and are 
used to create a business database system; and 

automatically generating the business database system using the semantic 
definitions of according to the instructions contained in the metadata schema such that 
the business database system is well-formed^? 

extracting dota from sourc e s sp e cified in the instructions; 
loading th e data into staging tabl e s; and 
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loading - the data from th e staging tables into th e busin e s s- databas e syst e m bas e d 
on se mantic d e finitions provid e d in th e instructions. 

150. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 149, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises: 

automatically generating tables according to the instructions. 

151. (Cancelled) 

1 52. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 149, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises: 

building aggregate tables according to the instructions. 

153. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 149, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises: 

receiving further instructions from a user to define a query mechanism; and 
generating queries according to the further instructions. 

154. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 149, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises: 

generating reports according to the instructions. 

155. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 149, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises: 

receiving a modification of the metadata schema; and 
automatically adjusting the business database system according to the 
modification. 

1 56. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage medium encoded with software 
instructions, wherein execution of the instructions comprises: 
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providing a metadata system that includes a metadata schema, a facility for 
entering instructions into the metadata schema, and a facility for manipulating the 
metadata schema; 

receiving instructions containing semantic definitions from a user, wher e in th e 
instructions ar e entered into for the metadata schema^ _and ar e us e d to cr e at e a busin e ss 
databas e syst e m ? and 

automatically generating the business database system using the semantic 
definitions according to th e instructions contained in th e m e tadata sch e ma such that the 
business database system is well-formed^ 

wher e in th e instructions provid e s e mantic d e finitions; and 
wh e r e in th e bu s iness databas e system is automatically g e n e rated using th e 
semantic definitions such that th e busin e ss databas e system is w e ll form e d r 

157. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133, further comprising loading data into the 
business database system according to the instructions contained in the metadata schema. 

158. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 57, further comprising operating on the 
business database system according to the instructions contained in the metadata schema. 

159. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 141, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for loading data into the business database 
system according to the instructions contained in the metadata schema. 

160. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 159, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for operating on the business database system 
according to the instructions contained in the metadata schema. 
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161. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 149, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises loading data into the business database system 
according to the instructions contained in the metadata schema. 

162. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 161, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises operating on the business database system 
according to the instructions contained in the metadata schema. 

163. (Currently Amended) A method of automatically generating a business database system, 
the method comprising: 

providing a metadata schema; 

entering user instructions having semantic definitions into the metadata schema; 

and 

automatically generating the business a well ' form e d database system using the 
semantic definitions, whereby the business database system is well-formed, according to 
the instructions e nt e r e d into th e m et adata sch e ma ; 

extracting data from sources sp e cifi e d in the instructions; 
loading th e data into staging tabl e s; and 

loading th e data from th e staging tabl e s into th e busin e ss databas e system - bas e d 
on s e mantic d e finitions provid e d - in th e instructions. 

1 64. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 163, further comprising loading data into the 
automatically-generated business database system according to the user-instructions entered into 
the metadata schema. 

165. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 164, further comprising operating ©n the 
business database system according to the user instructions entered into the metadata schema. 
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1 66. (Currently Amended) A method of automatical l y generating a busin e s s database system, 

the method comprising: 

providing a m e tadata sch e ma; 

receiving ent e ring us e r instructions having semantic definitions; into the metadata 
sch e m a; and 

automatically generating a well-formed database system using the semantic 
definitions, according to th e instructions enter e d into the metadata sch e ma T 
wh e r e in th e instructions provide s e mantic definitions; an d 
wh e r e in th e busines s databas e system is automatically gen e rat e d using the 
s e mantic d e finitions such that th e busin e ss databas e system is w e ll form e d r 
(Currently Amended) The method of claim 166, further comprising loading data into the 
automatically generated business database system according to the us er instructions^ entered 
into th e metadata sch e ma. 

(Currently Amended) The method of claim 167, further comprising operating ©n the 
busin e ss database system according to the user-instructions ^ e nt e r e d into the m e tadata seh e ma r 

169. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 140, wherein automatically generating the 
business database system further comprises: 

automatically generating tables according to the instructions. 

1 70. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 140, further comprising: 

building aggregate tables according to the instructions. 

171. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 40, wherein operating on the business 
database system further comprises: 
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receiving further instructions from a user to define a query mechanism; and 
generating queries according to the further instructions. 

172. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 140, wherein operating on the business 
database system further comprises: 

generating reports according to the instructions. 

1 73. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 140, further comprising: 

receiving a modification of the metadata schema; and 
automatically adjusting the business database system according to the 
modification. 

174. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 140, further comprising loading data into the 
business database system according to the instructions contained in the metadata schema. 

1 75. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 74, further comprising operating on the 
business database system according to the instructions contained in the metadata schema. 

1 76. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 148, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for: 

automatically generating tables according to the instructions. 

1 77. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 148, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for: 

building aggregate tables according to the instructions. 

178. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 148, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for: 

receiving further instructions from a user to define a query mechanism; and 
generating queries according to the further instructions. 
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179. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 148, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for: 

generating reports according to the instructions. 

1 80. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 148, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for: 

receiving a modification of the metadata schema; and 
automatically adjusting the business database system according to the 
modification. 

181. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 148, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for: 

loading data into the business database system according to the instructions 
contained in the metadata schema. 

1 82. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 181, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for: 

operating on the business database system according to the instructions contained 
in the metadata schema. 

1 83. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 1 56, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises: 

automatically generating tables according to the instructions. 

1 84. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 1 56, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises: 

building aggregate tables according to the instructions. 
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185. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 156, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises: 

receiving further instructions from a user to define a query mechanism; and 
generating queries according to the further instructions. 

1 86. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 1 56, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises: 

generating reports according to the instructions. 

1 87. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 1 56, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises: 

receiving a modification of the metadata schema; and 
automatically adjusting the business database system according to the 
modification. 

1 88. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 1 56, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises loading data into the business database system 
according to the instructions contained in the metadata schema. 

189. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 188, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises operating on the business database system 
according to the instructions contained in the metadata schema. 
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